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RAW DATA PROPERTY OWNER DROP-INS 

PAONIA 
Theme Comment 
Affordable Housing Affordable housing important. 

Agriculture 
Larger blocks of land are better, keep pristine vistas coming into valley. Need larger acres to allow future generations 
to make a living.  

Agriculture Organic ag drew me to Paonia.   
Agriculture Want the master plan to define agriculture. 
Agriculture Need to preserve ag and agritourism. 
Agriculture Small and large farmers. 
Agriculture Need to be able to grow ag base and be efficient and grow overhead. Ag is the backbone. 
Agriculture Keep and continue ag.  

Agriculture 
Don't want number of cows you can run to be dictated. Need to be able to have as many as necessary to make a 
living.  

Agriculture 
Need to work together and consider elements.  All the mesa's had fruit.  8-10 years ago they froze out, there is a 
reason why many orchards left.  Need to remember the things that work and those that don't.  

Agriculture  Fruit didn't fail here.  Need to keep it and don't mess it up.  
Arts and Culture Arts and culture should be a higher priority. 
Bowie Understood that any Bowie processing would be reclaimed, still waiting for that to happen.  
Brand The brand here is very strong, think of Paonia as Amazing.  
Building codes Should be building permits, would add to Delta County. 
Building codes Need to have safe building.  

Building codes 
Moved here because there are no building codes. They limit creativity.  But do need to think about how liability gets 
passed down to the next owner.  

Building codes Concerned that building permits limit creativity.  
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Theme Comment 
Conservation 
Easements Conservation easements are important. 
Conservation 
Easements Want conservation easements everywhere. 
Conservation 
Easements 

Want to acknowledge conserved lands and consider them when planning around land trust lands.  Would like a 
conserved lands map.  

Conservation 
Easements Need more conservation easements and group to help it happen. 
Diversity Nonspecific  Keep diversity.   
Economy When the mines downsized the economy shut down.  Now we are more economically diverse.  
Economy Don't mind small industrial park. 
Economy Would like light industrial like Chaco. 
Economy Agriculture is good but we also need other business that give sales tax. 
Economy Economic development feeds into the other elements of the plan.  

Economy 
Want to work together to build future.  Coal closure hit the local economy hard, but it provides an opportunity to 
diversify the economy.  

Education This area is educational. Schools come to farm for farm days and have 100 kindergarteners on land learning.  
Environment Clean, quiet, night sky, friendly. 
Environment Attracted because of the clean air and water. 
Environment The scenic byways have economic value.  
Environment Preserve scenic byway. 
Environment Culture here is attracting young people and retirees who appreciate the environment.  
Land Use No zoning - Don't want large scale chicken farms as neighbors. Would like to see zoning protect and preserve. 
Land Use Will zoning get strict?  Will clustered high density be allowed? 

Land Use 
No zoning scares off people who want a largescale strip mall or subdivision - this is why it’s so wonderful here.  Can't 
guarantee that what they want will happen so it sort of preserves because money won’t invest in an unsure thing.  

Land Use Delta County's version of zoning is to buy the property next to yours to prevent it being developed.   
Land Use Zoning would be difficult, how do you settle industrial in the right place?   
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Theme Comment 

Land Use 

Need to pay attention to development of housing and traffic flows.  A new subdivision that was supposed to go in east 
of Paonia, would funnel traffic through Paonia to the highway.  Need to be careful the town doesn't become a 
thoroughfare.  

Land Use Don't want zoning.   

Land Use 
Like living the dream with no zoning, but against large chicken and hog farms. Biggest concern is clean air and water 
pollution. 

Land Use 
SDRs are not working, went through the process and the neighbors were still upset. Developed an equine facility last 
year, went through the SDR process for a small development. New neighbor was upset with new structure.  

Land Use 
Zoning = get exactly what you get on a map. Willing to pay the price for some diversity because of the freedom (no 
zoning).  There are ways to be unique without zoning.   

Land Use Need to look at land use and the land must have a voice on what we do.  
Land Use The cultural context and the land must be basis for decisions.  
Land Use Need zoning that is realistic and we need to take a look at the entire county. 
Land Use Want a process for mediation with neighbors. 

Land Use 
Could go short term and consider land use, or long-term and consider economic development and other pieces.  Want 
something to thrive.   

Land Use 
APC brings neighbors into one room and they talk. 90% of the time they can work it out.  Encourages communication.  
When it didn't work, the County Commissioners ignored the recommendations.  

Land Use 
Concerned that zoning can't anticipate what I will want to do in the future. Have had music festivals and 3 
manufacturing businesses on land.  Zoning will squelch creativity and there will be no more neighbor communication.  

Land Use 
Know that industrial and commercial development have issues, would be nice to identify areas, tried to in the North 
Fork and couldn't find an area suitable for this. Coal mines have been good neighbors so industrial can have a place.  

Land Use Don't want zoning that will do away with the requirement to talk to your neighbors.   
Land Use Wouldn't mind zoning as a realtor, also like having a variance where community works it out locally first.   

Land Use 
Light industry should be kept in certain places.  There was a car painting place that came in and now has 30 junk cars 
on the property.   

Land Use 
Needed to be able to afford to retire, was a planner in Vail and Grand Junction.  Learned lessons from area - Vail didn't 
zone broadly enough, had crazy developments on edge.  Pitkin County zoned out of options.  

Master Plan 
Participated in the last plan.  They changed the plan the day before the vote.  Had stuff related to animals and the 
commissioner(s?) changed it and it went to vote.   

Master Plan Problem with the top down approach - plan used for one side against the other.  
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Theme Comment 
Master Plan Need to make smart decisions 

Master Plan 
Need a master plan that has teeth.  Need process and rules for what will happen.  Need to know what the possibilities 
will be before buying.  

Multi-use Protect multi-use of public land. 
Natural Resources Concerned about fracking - it will ruin our brand.  
Natural Resources Don't want fracking.  
Natural Resources Against fracking. 
Natural Resources Ok with coal, not fracking. 

Natural Resources 
Need oil, gas and shale, but don't need it here.  From personal experience, know it isn't safe, the fluid is not all 
recovered. Coal and oil resources are on their way out, should keep them away from agricultural products.  

Neighbors People need to be good neighbors.  
Neighbors Could build in a system to communicate with neighbors.  
Newcomers New people and ideas are good. 
Personal details Blackbridge Winery - 55 acre organic fruit orchard. Bought in 2010. 
Personal details Moved from Front Range 10 years ago, have bees and organic crops. 

Personal details 
Recently moved from New Mexico to create a community land trust to provide low income housing with agriculture 
and small ag enterprises.  

Personal details Ran the newspaper, own Mexican restaurant across from town hall (Paonia?)  

Personal details 

Longtime resident, bank president.  Works on economic development. Layoffs with oxbow, Bowie didn't affect the 
bank - deposits are actually growing because of the people moving in for "natural, clean, dream" it is the "New 
Paonia"  the community is in transition.  

Personal details Lived here 24 years, it is a small town to raise boys, teens don't have a lot to do.   
Personal details Sat on North Fork APC.  
Personal details 185 acres on Blackbridge Road.  Lived here 35 years. Have 3K fruit trees, cows, llamas, horses, goats and sheep.  
Personal details Own the trading post.  Meet people coming here to change their lifestyle.   
Personal details 27 Years here. Have a farm by the airport.  
Personal details New arrivals looking for a nice place to spend the rest of their lives.  Delighted about it. 
Personal details There were three lots behind their land listed for sale for about 5 years, they all sold last fall. 
Personal details 4 acre farm produced 24,000 lbs. of apples last year.  Lived on Pitkin Mesa for 15 years.  
Personal details Land Planner and architect.  What does the land tell you to do?  Must analyze the water, slope, geology. 
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Theme Comment 
Personal details Small accounting business, COO and CFO of land companies in CA.   
Personal details 48 acres on Pitkin Mesa. Mechanical engineer by trade, now in ag.  
Personal details Bought land 3 years ago.  Moved for the agriculture, have a home-based business.  
Personal details Residence on mesa.  18 years.  
Personal details Live outside of Paonia.  Involved in land trusts.  Presenting on behalf of land trust.  
Personal details APC member since it was formalized. Have 70 acres. 
Personal details 20 years here.  Live off the grid, had a trailer and now an earth ship.  
Personal details Multigenerational homestead.   
Personal details Lived here 5 years.  Realtor. 
Personal details North Fork Valley Creative District President. 

Private Property 
Should be a statement about protecting private property values.  Commercial ag effects property values of neighbors, 
there will be another lawsuit about this. Move here, put in farm, neighbor comes in and ruins it.  

Private Property Pro property rights. 

Recreation 
Working towards responsible recreation and formalized combination of motor and non-motorized recreation.  Part of 
COMBA, want projects incorporated into the plan.  Clean up public lands.  

Tourism Proponent for tourism.  Want tourism, recreation and ag to work together to build this master plan.  
Water Depend on water on the mesa.  
water Water is a concern. 
water Water- there are smarter ways to manage water.   
water Protect water. 
Water Concerned about water collection.  
Water Developed water systems that declined productivity compared to 50 years ago.   
Youth Need to get young people to stay and come back.  
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CEDAREDGE 
Theme Comment 

Agriculture 

Right to farm was in place long ago, courts have gotten in the middle.  Conventional farmer was in North fork, there 
first, new organic farmer came in.  Ensuing court case, farmer who was there first went to jail. Current master plan is 
ambiguous. 

Agriculture 

Issues like spraying and chicken barns shouldn't be a case of lawsuits, built on ag land/environment then they should 
not be a lawsuit issue.  These things happen in ag and there should be an acceptance of agriculture's impact on land in 
an ag area. 

Agriculture 
Want to limit the amount of regulations that would prevent ag. Want to promote the ability to farm and ranch, ag and 
livestock are economic drivers in the county and would like support to continue.  

Agriculture Strongly believe in right to farm, open space, property rights.   

Agriculture 
May not do the same thing as neighbor but need to acknowledge that is all ag and should recognize that all ag has a 
right. Can't differentiate between "types of ag" 

Agriculture Colorado is a fence out state. 
Agriculture Must continue to be able to trail livestock on roads and highways, trailering animals is very costly.  

APC 
APC is working fine with few exceptions when the BOCC override an APC decision. Would like timeline improved but 
keep similar to current system.  

Building Code No building codes is a problem.  No licenses for contractors.  
Conservation 
Easements Have conservation easement on most of the land.  
Conservation 
Easements Conservation easement on part of land 

Land Use 

Moved to Delta County for no zoning and open land use, opposed to California type bureaucracy. Would like to see a 
simple plan, clear on what it does and that it is advisory.  Elected officials have the final decision.  Like Delta County 
the way it is without zoning, the trajectory zoning sets the county on is more regulation. 

Land Use 

Former APC member - APC process that allows all to have a voice and be heard.  It is an initial sounding board to vent, 
not a lot of controversy during his tenure.  Primarily, neighbors show up, few people outside the area wanted or did 
show up.  

Land Use 

Hodge podge of development, the way things have developed is challenging.  Need to set prescriptive rights that are 
well thought out. SDRs are set up to pin people against each other, it was supposed to mitigate impacts.  We need 
zoning. 
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Theme Comment 

Land Use 

1/4 property in Cedaredge, the rest in unincorporated county.  The IGA is not clear, 1/2 mile perimeter around town is 
confusing on who you cooperate with, town or county.  What amenities are they allowed, do they need a building 
permit…who's in charge in perimeter area? 

Land Use County SDR are a problem 

Land Use 

Concerned about problems with change of use, there is a warehouse on Hwy 50 (?) that was warehousing inside and 
out, new owners want to have warehousing outside and manufacturing inside.  Have to go through special permitting 
process for what is pretty much the same use.   

Land Use 
Don't like the fact that you can split off less than 35 acres for a family member without going through the subdivision 
process but you have to go through the process to split a 1 acre parcel for a non-relative.   

Land Use 
Worried the master plan will introduce zoning and then building code will be next. We have septic and sewer and 
electric inspection.  Keep freedom as much as possible.  

Land Use 

On ranch build elk handling facilities, had music festivals with 1500 people, talked to neighbors and never had a 
complaint.  Wouldn't want to do something to cause neighbors problems, would like communication.  Current uses 
should be grandfathered in but not polluting.   

Land Use Keep precedence of earlier landowners to keep doing what they're doing.  
Land Use We might have to have zoning. 

Master Plan 
One of the few places in US that is not overregulated or bureaucratic.  Worried about the master plan adding 
regulation and bureaucracy. 

Multiple Use 

Multiple use on BLM and National Forest is important. It is part of the grazing pool, currently we have a good 
relationship, need to continue to work together and maintain good relations. Example - Changed grazing pattern to 
accommodate hunting, works well now.  Would work to accommodate logging too if it comes back.   

Neighbors 
Property owner rights only go so far, should be able to do what you want on your land - to an extent, should majorly 
impact your neighbors. 

Neighbors 

Heard from the Monday (Paonia) meeting that people don't trust outside interests and investment and industry 
coming in to change character.  It's a trust issue. Been here five years and don't want to see others come in to change 
the character.  

Personal Details 

Born here, left and came back.  3 generations.  Delta provides a unique ability to live your life the way you want.  You 
can do several things in a day on your property.  Diverse income, nobody else telling you what to do, was able to 
accommodate a medical accident by adjusting the pace of work.  Concerned about deliberate gentrification and 
efforts to move our 'undesirables'.  Selective enforcement increasing. In the future want more of the same, 
welcoming to a diverse economy, freedom to choose lifestyle. 
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Theme Comment 

Personal Details 

Have a small cow calf operation.  President of the Delta County Livestock Association. Want to keep ag and livestock 
strong.  If ag stays intact, so will the land.  If ranches can turn a profit, they will not break up. Want resolution to stay 
Right to Farm. Would zoning have had a positive effect on chicken barn issue? Zoning done properly can be an asset.  
Have land zoned for agriculture and neighbors can't create an issue.   

Personal Details Crawford rancher, want ag to stay.  

Personal Details 
Have a beef operation with cow/calf in Crawford.  Have lots of people around in smaller lots and cannabis growing.  
No conflict currently with neighbors.   

Personal Details 
4th generation ranching family.  Have changed practices over time to keep beauty and productivity, and care for the 
land. 

Personal Details Ranch between Paonia and Hotchkiss and property in Cedaredge.  Lived here 40 years.  

Personal Details 
Moved here for clean air, water, food, diverse community.  Want values reflected in the master plan, not a discussion 
of trends from county and state level. Best practices.  

Recreation Want county to plan trails and transportation.  

CRAWFORD 

Theme Comment 

Agriculture 

To keep family ranches in the family - must be economically viable.  This means no cap on head of cows, want our 
children to be able to continue.  Takes about 400 cows to provide for a family.  If my children want to come and put in 
a chicken barn, they should be able to follow the regulations and put a chicken barn on my property.  Have to be able 
to diversify on your land. 

Agriculture Define agriculture to be able to allow multiple uses and to be able to change type based on economic need.   

Agriculture We are not a cash crop county, ConAgra is not coming in here. In the future we would like it to look like it is now.  

Agriculture 
More people means more restrictions.  How do we as ranchers maintain what we're doing while having more people 
move in? 

Agriculture Need to be able to continue doing what we do but also be able to improve as science progresses. 

Agriculture 

We have to look at the county as a whole.  When you say agriculture we think of cattle here, but have to think of the 
whole picture, it’s more than cattle throughout the county. We forget and isolate our ideas of ag, must bring others 
into our circle.  We want all ag to succeed.  
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Theme Comment 
Agriculture A couple of guest ranches but not many here.  
Change Change is going to happen but there is a reason why people like it here and we need to preserve that. 
County County is supporting us and we want this to continue.   

County 
We are the poorest county, what do we do to change that?  Maybe it's good to stay poor? We were raised here and 
we are still here. 

Economy Important to keep it viable for future generations to come back and make a living. 

Environment 
People move here because of what ag has done here for years - provide wildlife habitat, maintained open space and 
public lands.    

Land Use 
Hate to restrict use on our land, don’t want to have to subdivide but would not want to be restricted and not allowed 
to should it be necessary to survive. 

Land Use Don't want to be told what we can and can't do on our land 
Land Use We can have a code and still have property rights, not right to have nothing defined.  
Land Use Wanted to subdivide 7 acres from 125 acres for son, the process was lengthy and costly and many would be deterred. 
Land Use Don't want to be told you can't do something after you have jumped through all the hoops 

Land Use 
Subdivision process, you take papers in and they can sit on a shelf for six months.  Have to keep pushing the county.  
Should have a timely process. 

Land use 

Would like to see the master plan address all uses of land here.  Don't want to limit any type of land use, particularly 
ag.  Oil, gas and coal are old technology, they are going away.  Don't want to extract the last drop at the expense of ag 
or recreation.  

Master Plan 
The master plan is developed to be followed, if not, then what's the point? Don't understand why someone would 
bring in outsiders who already have a plan in mind. 

Master Plan I prefer an outsider who's neutral so they take our input and form an unbiased plan 

Multi-use 

Need to take better advantage of public land - timber could be done correctly, hunting, grazing.  Grazing provides 
money locally from local crews.  Must be careful how to structure it so hunting, ranching, logging, tourism, recreation 
can work together.  

Multi-use Make some money on land owner vouchers for hunting.  Some have guide services, allow hunting on land.   
Natural Resources Don’t think oil & gas will be big here, so it's not a pressing thing. 

Neighbors 
Not one of us would just do something without considering our neighbors, but changes and adaptability have to be 
allowed. 

Private Property 
It is nice to have freedom, want regulations to protect people not restrict people. Live off the grid in a mud house, 
would be up to building code.  See flaws in regulation but also the need for them. 



  Delta County Property Owner Drop-in Series 1 - Summary 

  11 
  

Theme Comment 

Recreation 
We have a desire to continue to succeed in agriculture, how do we do that? - Have hunting and fishing and additional 
recreation, tourism is an important economic driver too.  

HOTCHKISS 
Theme Comment 
Affordable housing People say we need affordable housing, well if you have to have affordable housing, maybe you shouldn’t live here.  

Agriculture 
Chicken barn, was a way to have kids come back - need diversification.  Probably the only one in support of chicken 
barn locally.  All we can do is build more and accommodate.   

Agriculture Confined or concentrated - want this defined.  

Agriculture 
Concerns - tried to put a chicken house in - why should a neighbor 2 miles away have an influence on whether or not I 
can do it? 

Agriculture 

Preference - Go back to where we were 50 years ago.  Descendants of homesteaders were attached to the land and 
who developed open space. The 80's real estate boom brought in outsiders. Can't compete with outsiders who have 
more money.  

Agriculture 
County is ag and residential, it happened that way and we aren't going to change that. Want 30-40 acre small farms 
that don't affect neighbors (small cattle) 

Agriculture 

Would like to see a way to deal with confined operations, want legitimate set of definitions, what is being used in the 
county is inaccurate. What's happening now is a people who want confined versus people who want to keep family 
farms.  

Agriculture Didn't come here to be next to a confined feed lot, chicken or cow.  

Agriculture 
Heard a lot of people talk about wanting family farms, what you want are hobby farms.  My farm is a family farm with 
only one employee.  Have to get bigger to survive or do you just want 'hobby farms'? 

Agriculture 
Want to be able to expand to survive but we have created something that everyone wants so they move here, we 
have open space.   

Agriculture 
We are a true family farm, only make our living through farming.  What we do is important, for generations we have 
kept agriculture and open space here but we shouldn’t limit someone else's ability to bring in something new.  

Agriculture Agriculture - if it's a priority then it needs to be labelled as a priority, it should be stated.   
Agriculture Want - Ag established as a priority 
Agriculture See a lot of potential for here.  Have a subsistence farm, investing a lot in community and land. 
Agriculture People came here 100 years ago for sustainable agriculture same as now, just with different definitions of sustainable.  
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Theme Comment 

Agriculture 
Ag has to be profitable, can't do it on broken up unplanned growth, with houses in the middle of former fields that are 
now 20 acres - house - 20 acres - house.  

Agriculture Couple of counties have bought properties and are leasing them to back to new farmers to help them get started.  
Building codes No building codes made building house here easy 
Change Agree that we have to build in change for the future, can't stay the same.  
County 
Commissioners Commissioners should be able to direct and run the county and we elect them. Plan is advisory. 
County 
Commissioners It is important to have commissioners who will stand up and do what their citizens want.  
County 
Commissioners 

Would like commissioners representing us on this side of the county.  Want more accountability from commissioners 
and to have a voice.  

Economy Need to have different opportunities here. Don't see a way for young people to stay/come back without some change 
Economy Want to see more investment in sustainable economy, avoid boom and bust.  
Environment Want clean air, water, and soil.  

Infrastructure 
Everyone wants amenities, roads… how do we pay the bill - property taxes.  Need a diverse economy to pay for 
amenities.   

Interviews Concerned about interviews not being disclosed.  Not the way to do this process.  

Interviews 
This is a master planning process, shouldn't have a list of people we don't know who is involved.  This taints the 
process. Don't understand why it was a secret list.  

Interviews Don't think it was a mistake to have the interviews, just needs to be transparent from the get go.  

Land Use 

Particularly concerned about industrial commercial.  There have been big fights here.  Industrial meat processor went 
out of business, new property owner thought to open another meat processor on same land, neighbor said "over my 
dead body”.  

Land Use 
Worst thing that ever happened was the 35 acre process.  Concerned about open space, don't destroy it. Encourage 
more teeth in the process of breaking up large chunks of land into smaller. 

Land Use Zoning - ag should include all ag including hemp and marijuana.  

Land Use 
Don't know that we need zoning but we need predictability. Our current process is not fair, user friendly, or 
affordable. Want predictability in the process, and fair process. 

Land Use Commercial industrial ag is ag. 

Land Use 
Concerned that we will end up with a process that requires zoning.  Don't want strategies that can't be implemented 
without zoning.  
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Theme Comment 
Land Use Zoning is a good idea.  Buffer areas can protect an individual.  

Land Use 

Told that people and economy are not coming into the area because we have too little regulation.  People want to 
know what they can and can't happen.  Specific uses in specific areas would help make it clear.  With regulations in 
place we wouldn't have had the court cases.  

Land Use Unfortunate but it's a sign of growth and maturity that we now need to look at appropriate uses in appropriate places.   

Land use 

Heard about small areas in the county making decisions about land use - for example a domestic water board on 
Rogers Mesa decided not to give out commercial taps.  Don't want inappropriate uses on land in residential areas.  De 
facto land use planning.  

Land Use 
Land use planning has to protect: agriculture, property rights, and ongoing business. Have to have an expected 
knowledge about what uses are optional. Protect areas for ag with appropriate setbacks.  

Land Use Buffer areas - reasonable setbacks for business and ag 

Land use 
Like the idea of having separate areas to have some separate planning but also need to come together and bridge 
divides.  

Marketing Marketing could be good for the county to invest in.   

Master Plan 
Concerned that the plan will be outdated in 5 years.  I am not smart enough to know what will be best use of ranch 
10-15 years from now, don't want plan restricting change. 

Master Plan We all have different points and differences, but the end point will be a shared vision.  
Natural resources Don't want unclean oil and gas, but not against it if it is done well.  
Natural resources Pro mineral and energy development in an environmentally sound manner.  

Neighbors 
Live by the airport, can't complain because I moved in after airport was there.  But anyone who comes in after me 
can't complain about me because I was first and should be respected. New people shouldn't have precedence.  

Neighbors 

(Discussion back and forth) 1. "When people do something on their ground, contained on their property, should be 
able to do it.  When it spreads on to another property is when other properties should have a say." 2. "Sometimes my 
cows are 100% contained, I want happy neighbors but sometimes it causes a bit of noise and dust." 

Neighbors 
I call my neighbors when irrigation floods my land or there is a cow on my land, but where things get out of hand like 
ammonia it is a bigger thing.  Property values are the main reason, don't want decrease in value or quality of life.  

Neighbors 
Have a neighbor who gets me sick about 4 times a year, but I get over it.  We don't always choose our neighbors but 
we should respect our neighbors. 

Neighbors Have to accept some of the things neighbors will do.   

Neighbors 
Organic farm with fertilizer that smells in the heat.  Neighbors came to me and asked "can we address this?".  Care 
about my immediate neighbors, not someone five miles down the road.  
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Theme Comment 
Personal details Ranch 10 miles out of town.  19 years here.  Left Routt County for here. 

Personal details 
Our place is by the town and industrial.  We wouldn't have picked it but that is where we are.  I feel like we shouldn't 
turn back but don't know what we'll have to adapt to in the future, agriculture or industrial 

Personal details Fiancé and I moved out here for the same reasons at different times.  We represent young people moving in.  
Personal details President of the Delta County Farmers Union.  

Public Involvement 

There were more people at the Paonia meeting.  The common denominator of all that spoke was that they all wanted 
to live here because of how beautiful it is.  This tells me that we have dealt with logging, mining, chicken farming in 
the past and some people have tried to run each of these out in the past.  

Public Involvement Feel this is more informative (property owner drop ins) than the vision workshops.   
Public Involvement Appreciate the ability to speak here. 
Recreation Would like a bigger shoulder or bike path.  Rolling the dice on safety biking here.  
Taxes Would like to get tax source information - who pays what from where.  

Water 

Want to address irrigation water.  When 1 person splits up land, irrigation water gets split.  Want to see how water 
gets split addressed.  We can develop land policies that encourage larger land to stay intact.  Several counties have 
gotten involved in land and water conservation 

Water 

If the county had a master plan that said water had to stay with land it would help.  Smith Fork water project has 
precedence, the water is allocated exactly as it was with original land.  Water companies would have to agree with 
this.   

Water 
Water issues - the more water we can keep the better.  Some don't think we have enough water, want to be able to 
buy water.  Could I buy by neighbor’s water because they don't use it all? 

Water 
Fire Mountain (?) tied water to the system, can't sell it downstream but can sell it within the system. Now inform the 
buyer that the water is tied to the system and not the land. If we could keep it in the system that would be wonderful. 

Water Water would be good to address but it is regulated by courts too. 

DELTA 
Theme Comment 

Agriculture 

Lack of processing and transportation, can produce but what do you do with it after? Need a plan for people to sell 
product at sustainable prices. Had a Vinegar, apple juice and sugar beets processing, and a dairy processing - gone 
now. 

Agriculture Need value added processing 
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Theme Comment 
Agriculture Need more coop groups 

Agriculture 

This is a great place for poultry - climate, environment, pathogens from wild birds is minimal.  Foster's chicken barns 
came here for this, had to work to gain public support and work with neighbors, success since the 80's.  Confluence 
Park successful because of Foster's contributions 

Agriculture Need processing 
Agriculture Need transportation 
Agriculture Need to bridge between small and large operations and cooperative approaches work well. 
Agriculture Have to have a critical mass of fruit growers to be successful - many orchards are now vineyards 
Agriculture Possible to split loads with others - transportation coordination - There has to be consistency for this to work. 
Agriculture Would be nice to have product origin on trucks going to Front Range "Produced in Delta County" 
Agriculture Orchards are also great locations for home sites - end up getting subdivided and lose orchard land to development 
Agriculture Ag is on its knees but still the backbone of Delta and Montrose Counties 
Agriculture Key to ag is finding return on investment.  This is tough now without niche markets because of over surplus. 
Agriculture Ag produces open space 

Agriculture 

(Organic farmer) Been approached by Whole Foods and Natural Grocers, problem is labor - need pristine organic 
agriculture, hard to find sufficient labor force locally.  Mexican workers have many barriers including permit process 
and affordable housing. Would be huge growth in organic farming if we had employment. 

Agriculture Must have an economy of scale for organic farming.  Have to have steady supply and be dependable. 

Agriculture 
If we had an inventory of what's here - trucks, and ag - then it would be easier to make a consortium and combine 
loads. 

Agriculture Newcomers have no idea about ag 

Agriculture 
Orchards adopting frost protection, most use propane but would be great to see natural gas lines along (3100 RD?) on 
Rogers Mesa, would be a huge advantage 

Agriculture Try to make sure we have the ability to operate well without too much interference.  

Agriculture 

"A lot of talk about sustainable ag, I'm all for this, but there is conflict and confusion about what this means" 
Environmental sustainability - producing with reduced affects i.e. less water, more produced using less.  This comes 
with research, technology and education.  

Environment Too much big game habitat.  Should devise a way to penalize state for not controlling their critters. 
Environment Concerned about protecting the fundamental value of resources - water, land, cattle 
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Theme Comment 

Land Use 
City has zoning and can clearly state "yes or no" city looks to make sure uses are compatible.  How can the county 
accomplish this? 

Land Use 
Where could zoning help continue intact, adequate acres w/o breaking up & losing ag land? Need whole system of 
fruit growers to be successful.  

Land Use Has land owner initiated zoning been successful elsewhere? 
Land Use Density has to follow sewer.  Drive population to towns where infrastructure is available 

Land Use 
Routt County did clustered development on ag lands & had communal ag acres that had long standing leases with 
local ranchers and farmers. 

Land Use 
Farm for a living and the biggest problems are prairie dogs and weeds.  When you impact me because you neglect 
your land there has to be some regulation and responsibility. 

Land Use Zoning could prevent some lawsuits 
Land Use  Some regulation enhances values of land and property - stabilizes neighborhoods and land use 
Multi-Use Importance of maintaining multi-use on federal lands including grazing, have to have use of this land to succeed 

Multi-Use 
Need to be able to have multi-use on private land, including a well on property.  Need to have multiple options for 
income on your land 

Master Plan Need to be careful not to unintentionally effect things that happen 
Master Plan As we move forward we should follow and revisit the master plan every 5 years. 
Natural Resources Want to see oil and gas to pay for effects/damage to roads from trucks.  

New Residents 

One of our challenges is to ensure all who are interacting are well informed about what's going on - education will be 
key - Need to have a fundamental understanding of the area you are moving into and the current conditions. "When 
in Rome, live like the Romans” A lot of conflict can be avoided by meeting with your neighbors. 

Private Property Amount of regulation on private land is excessive, against any more regulation 
Recreation Opportunity for increased tourism through road widening for bicyclists. 
Regulation General Don't want more regulation if we can help it, wages aren't good, can't afford a lot, less regulation is better 

Regulation General 
Must be careful on how we move forward, our decisions will affect the economic activity for years. We can both 
under or over regulate 
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